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Governor George Pataki Visits Transylvania
and Speaks Out for Rights

Former New York Governor George Pataki visited Oradea (in Hungarian: Nagyvarad), Romania, on

Felszeghy Family and Friends
at the Csardas

January 15 to meet with Rev. Laszl6 Tokés, Vice President of the European Parliament and head of the
Transylvanian Hungarian National Council (THNC). Pataki emphasized the importance of education rights
for the 1.2 million-strong Hungarian community and the potential benefits of regional autonomy. Accompa-
nied by his daughter Allison Pataki-Levy, the Governor participated in Sunday services followed by a meet-
ing with prominent members of the educational and academic communities. Referring to the 600,000 plus
Hungarians who collectively comprise the majority in three administrative counties making up the Székely
(Szekler) Region in Transylvania, Pataki underscored that the region is “unique with its own culture, values,
distinctive language and history.” He expressed hope that the Romanian government pays attention to this,
adding that in New York State “there are many autonomous regions with their own cultures and ethnic
groups existing in harmony with the law.”

Tokés introduced the former governor as someone “coming from the Free World who has always stood up
for the freedom of East Central Europe’s peoples” and recalled Pataki’s last visit to the city in 2006 when he
voiced concern over the state’s confiscation of the playgrounds of a local Hungarian-language high school.

Tokés thanked the three-term Governor for his moral and political support on behalf of Hungarian-lan-
guage higher education and the cause of regional autonomy, which the Member of the Parliament envisions
based on European models, as a developmental euro-region. Tokés also praised the Governor for his support
of the Reconnect Hungary Birthright Program meant to strengthen ties between young Hungarians living in
the United States and their country of origin. hhrf.org

Hungarian Carnival Ball In Georgia

For many people in the world,
United States of America means
the country of freedom and
opportunities; a country where
many ethnic, racial and religious
groups can live together in peace,
one another as good neighbors.
This multicultural society does
not weaken - it strengthens the
country. The Hungarians are also
part of this multicultural society.

Throughout history, many
Hungarians had to leave their
home country because of eco-
nomic or political turmoil. The
USA opened its gates to Hungar-
ian immigrants during several
difficult periods. Skilled Hun-
garian laborers and renowned
professionals came to the USA
because of its freedom to pursue
new careers and to raise their
families. Thus, today over two
million Hungarians live in the
USA; and several thousands of
them, a relatively small but grow-

ing community, live in Georgia.

To preserve their rich cul-
ture, the Hungarian community
of Georgia started a new tradi-
tion in 2010 with the Hungarian
Carnival Ball, or Farsang. This
year, they have organized the
Third Hungarian Ball for Feb-
ruary 18, 2012.

The Hungarian Ball, which
was held at The Carlyle House
in Norcross, was organized
by the Hungarian Community
Church of Georgia, the Hon-
orary Consulate of Hungary
in Southeast U.S., and The
Hungarian Meetup Group in
Atlanta.

The Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives declare this day an
official Hungary Day in Georgia.

Is the Hungary Day impor-
tant? Yes, it is. With the Proc-
lamation of the Hungary Day,
the State of Georgia sends a
clear message to Hungarians
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and non-Hungarians alike that
everybody can play an integral
role in the life and community
of Georgia.

“It is a special privilege to
accept the invitation to serve
as a Main Patron of the Third
Annual Hungarian Ball, or
Farsang. Georgia is home to
a remarkable Hungarian com-
munity that, with this third
Farsang, continues a now well-
established Georgia tradition. I

am proud to be included in the
Hungarian-American commu-
nity and to have this opportu-
nity to participate in the Third
Annual Hungarian Ball,” said
Mr. John E. Parkerson, Jr.,
Honorary Consul of Hungary,
President of the World Trade

Center Atlanta, and Director
of International Programs for
Clayton State University.

The Hungarian Ball serves as
a fundraising function for the col-
orful Hungarian cultural activi-
ties and educational programs.
hungarianballatlanta.com
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175 éve 16tte magat sziven a bakonyi betyar

e Szazhetvenot éve, 1837. februdr 17-én halt meg Sobri Joska, a
leghiresebb bakonyi betyar.

A magyar betyarvilag a XIX. szazad elején alakult ki az
Alfoldon, a Bakonyban és Somogyban. A betyarok szegény
zsellérekbdl, pasztorokbol, a katonasag el6l menekiild legényekbdl
verbuvéalodtak. Vilagukat egyfajta romantika Ovezte, s mivel a
gy(lolt hatalom iildozte Gket, némi rokonszenvet is ébresztettek.

A valdsagban nagy résziik kozonséges blinozg volt, aki leg-
feliebb a sajatos betyarbecsiiletet tisztelte, de a tulajdont és az
életet nem. A “j6 betydrok” nagyra novesztett alakja koré vi-
szont legendédk szovodtek, a torvényen kiviili tdrsadalom csicséra
emelkedett vezérek pedig a betyarvirtus megtestesit6i, a népdalok
hései (és az akasztofa viragai) lettek. Az alfoldi betyarok koziil
a legnagyobb hirnévre Rdézsa Sandor, a bakonyi betyarok koziil
Sobri Joska tett szert.

Mar szarmazasat is legendak ovezik, vélhetSleg 1810 tdjan
sziiletett Pap Jozsef néven a Vas megyei Endrédon, egy kondés
fiaként. Ragadvanyneve vélhetGleg a Sopron megyei Soborra utal,
ahonnan apja szarmazott. A kisbojtar istenfél6 nevelést kapott, de
rossz tarsasagba keveredett, s egy vélhetGen virtuskodasbol elkovetett disznélopas utdn két év bortonre
itélték. A racsok mogott szerelmi romancot folytatott a foglarnéval, megtanult irni-olvasni és megkedvelte
a cifra ruhakat.

Szabadulasa utdn ujfent osszelitkozésbe keriilt a torvénnyel, és a biintetéstdl félve bujdosasra adta fejét.
Csakhamar banda verddott koré, alvezére egy Milfajt Ferkd nevi, hat osztilyt végzett, tobb nagyuirnal
szolgalt inas lett.

Sobriék a Bakonyban tevékenykedtek, de portyaik sordn eljutottak Gydrig és Zaldig is, f6ként papo-
kat, gazdag juhaszokat, kereskedGket fosztogattak. 1836-ban a konyi kasznartdl vitték el a gydri kaptalan
pénzét - am Sobri a csalad szamara hét eziist evieszkozt visszaadott, tapldlva a nagylelkd rablorol keringd
mondékat.

A betyar nem sokkal késGbb szolgagyori kastélydban Hunkdr Antal ezredest rabolta ki, de ez mar
végzetesnek bizonyult szamdra, tettiik orszagos botrannya dagadt, a koztiszteletben 4116 aldozat (akinek
hézéban sz szerint egy fillért sem hagytak) személyesen a kirdlynal tett panaszt.

Sobri fejére szaz arany vérdijat tiiztek ki, s kilenc varmegye inditott ellene hajtévadaszatot, amelybe a
pandidrok mellett a katonasagot is bevontak. Az ildozott betyar csapatdnak egy része Milfajt vezetésével a
Vértes felé vonult, de messzire nem jutottak. Alvezére egy elfajult mulatozas soran magat 16tte meg, a sebe-
siilt betyart mar konnyen elfogtak, s a “talpon 4116” (statarialis) birosag 1836 karacsonyan felakasztatta.

Sobrit és 6t tarsat 1837. februar 17-én keritették be Somogy és Tolna megye hatirdn. Léapafonél
szabalyszerti titkozet alakult ki, a sarokba szoritott betyarok még sebesiilten sem adtak meg magukat. Sobri
folyamatosan tiizelt a katondkra, akik végiil mégis kozelébe férkdztek, és egy tiszt landzséval rontott ra. A
betyar célba vette, de amikor radobbent reménytelen helyzetére, magat Itte sziven.

Nehezen érthetd, miért épp Sobri Joska lett az egyik leghiresebb betyar, hiszen emlékezetes tett nem
fliz6dik nevéhez - igaz, gyilkossdg sem. Kiilseje el6nyds volt, a korozélevél sudar termetd, fehér bord,
csinos arcu legénynek irja le. Haldldba a nép nem akart beletorddni, még évtizedekkel késdbb is suttogtik,
hogy Szlavoniaba bujdosott és kanaszkodik, az Alfoldon lett gazdag szdmadd, kivandorolt Amerikaba és
igy tovabb. Emlékét mesék, dalok, balladdk, ponyvaregények sora Orzi, bekeriilt a német lexikonokba és
ujsagokba, Franciaorszagban még zenés darab is sziiletett rola. kulturport.hu




